Alternative treatment plan for congenitally missing teeth in an adolescent patient: A case report.
Mandibular second premolars are the second most commonly missing teeth, and there are various treatment alternatives to restore the space of the missing teeth. However, in growing patients, implants are contraindicated because they prevent growth of bone. In this case report, the authors describe a 13-year-old girl with Class II malocclusion with congenitally missing mandibular second premolars. Autotransplantation of 2 maxillary premolars to the missing teeth site was performed considering the presence of crowding in the maxillary anterior segment. The teeth were fixed with a semirigid splint for 3 months. The patient had an acceptable occlusion at the end of the orthodontic treatment, which lasted 20 months. The autotransplanted right premolar showed normal physiological adaptation, whereas the tooth on the left side was ankylosed. The short-term results show that autotransplantation, which requires high technical sensitivity, may provide a biological and economical alternative to tooth replacement.